
CREEK PROJECTS

1. INCREASE TIDAL PRISM ALONG CREEK

2. PARTNER WITH: 

•	NATURE

•	LOCAL NON-PROFITS

•	STATE AGENCIES

•	FEDERAL AGENCIES

3. INCREASE NON-LAGOON RESIDENT BENEFIT WITH IMPROVED ACCESS 
TO LAGOONS FOR RECREATION AND BOATING

4. ENGAGE A GRANT WRITER AND A RESIDENT GRANT COMMITTEE FOR:

•	FLOOD CONTROL: PUMPS, LEVEES, OVERFLOWS

•	HABITAT AND TIDAL MARSH RESTORATION

•	RECREATION TRAILS AND EDUCATION

BEL MARIN KEYS, CALIFORNIA
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Novato Watershed Program   www.marinwatersheds.org 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of the Novato Watershed Program is to identify opportunities to integrate flood protection goals 
with creek and wetland restoration elements.  This process includes evaluating alternatives that would reduce 
flood protection maintenance costs and impacts and be resilient to sea level rise.  This first phase of work would 
produce a unified hydrology and hydraulics model to evaluate alternatives and a Geographic Information 
Systems based database to identify restoration opportunities.  Once the multi-benefit alternatives are identified, 
it is anticipated a revenue measure would be proposed to fund implementation.  This work would also support 
efforts to secure grant funds. 
 
Background 
In 2006, the Marin County Flood Control District completed the final phase of a 15 year, multi-phase flood 
control project that provides protection from the 50-year storm event along the lower reaches of Arroyo Avichi, 
Warner, and Novato Creeks.  The floods of 2006 revealed that additional work along lower Novato Creek could 
reduce potential flooding impacts to Nave Gardens and downtown Novato.  During the 2006 floods, downtown 
Novato would have experienced flooding had the levee at Deer Island basin not been breached. Flood 
protection in downtown Novato is currently predicated on an expensive sediment removal program that must 
be performed every four years within a 1.2 mile reach of lower Novato Creek at a cost of $1M+.  This approach is 
not economically or ecologically sustainable and this watershed program process seeks to reduce the scope and 
frequency of this sediment removal while maintaining the level of flood protection.  This program seeks to 
provide the County and its partner agencies, City of Novato, North Marin Water District and the Novato Sanitary 
District, with alternatives that reduce sediment input from upstream sources and rely on the inherent ability of 
Novato Creek to scour its channel and transport more sediment to the Bay. 
 
Bank erosion along Novato Creek is extensive above Grant Avenue. This reach exhibits active erosion and many 
property owners are requesting a comprehensive approach to stabilization work.  This study would provide the 
modeling tools to assess long term solutions that are consistent with work completed to date and that would 
improve habitat conditions.   


